
 

 

The Canadian Centre on Substance Use and Addiction, with support from the United States Embassy in 
Ottawa, is holding a cross-Canada speaker series to share knowledge related to the opioid crisis. 

The sixth event in the series, entitled Addressing the Opioid Crisis: Lessons Learned from the United 
States, will be held on Friday, September 14, 2018, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Harbour Suites at 
the Westin Nova Scotian Hotel, 1181 Hollis Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia.  

Register now! 

Experts from the United States will share learnings and innovative solutions related to the opioid crisis, 
alongside a local expert sharing the Canadian perspective. The event will include time for discussion 
among the panel and with the audience about how the work happening in the U.S. relates to and can 
inform the efforts being implemented in Canada.  

The panelists are: 

Jennifer Clarke, MD, MPH, FACP 
Dr. Jennifer Clarke is an associate professor of medicine at the Alpert Medical 
School, Brown University. She has been working as an internist at the Rhode 
Island Department of Corrections since 1998 and became the department’s 
medical programs director in November 2015. Her research interests include 
incarcerated populations, women's health, substance abuse and reproductive 
health. 

Kristen Paquette 
Kristen Paquette, CEO at the Center for Social Innovation (C4), has over a 

decade of experience directing C4 programs and operations. Ms. Paquette’s 

primary areas of expertise include substance use prevention and recovery 

supports for youth and adults. As principal investigator of a Conrad N. Hilton 

Foundation initiative to reduce substance use among adolescents, she directed 

development and testing of a young adult peer-delivered intervention using a 

screening, brief intervention, and referral to treatment framework. She also 

led development of a National Institute for Drug Abuse funded mobile 

application to engage clients—along with their counsellors—in early recovery from substance use 

disorders.  

Dr. Robert Strang  

Dr. Robert Strang is Chief Medical Officer of Health in Nova Scotia appointed in August 
2007. He received his medical degree from University of British Columbia and completed 
Family Practice and Community Medicine residencies at UBC. Dr. Strang was an Associate 
Medical Officer for Health in South Fraser Health, B.C., from 1997 to 1999 and in 1999, he 
moved to Halifax to become Medical Officer of Health for Capital District Health Authority. 
He was acting provincial Deputy Chief Medical Officer of Health prior to his CMOH 
appointment. As CMOH, he has provided leadership around the renewal of the public 
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health system in Nova Scotia, as well as raising awareness around the importance of creating policies 
and environments that support better health for Nova Scotian families and communities. He is 
passionate about public health and has worked with non-government organizations such as Smoke Free 
Nova Scotia, the Heart and Stroke Foundation and the Public Health Association of Nova Scotia. Dr. 
Strang has an adjunct appointment with Dalhousie University, Department of Community Health and 
Epidemiology.   

Don’t miss this exciting knowledge exchange opportunity. Register online today: space is limited and 
registration is required. If you have any questions, please email pharma@ccsa.ca. 

Please note: This event will take place in English only.  
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